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the Communist Party illegal. It will be noticed that these measures
against the parties of the Left preceded by some weeks the dissolution
of the Austrian National Socialist Party on the 19th June, 1933.

The restrictions which the Government placed upon the activities
of the Austrian Social Democrat Party did not prevent the Socialist
leaders from recognizing that they would be even worse off under
a Nazi regime, and during the spring of 1933 they went so far as to
offer their support to Dr. Dollfuss at the price of a restoration of
some form of parliamentary government. Negotiations on this basis
seem actually to have been in train in March 1933; but the advan-
tages of the semi-dictatorial regime, combined with the fear of driving
the Heimwehr and the right wing of the Christian Social Party into
the arms of the Nazis, outweighed in Dr. Dollfuss's mind the advan-
tages which his Government might derive from coming to terms
with the party which was still numerically the most important in the
state.1 In the middle of March, Dr. Dollfuss was reported to have
told a meeting of his Christian Social supporters that the Nazis could
not be fought with Socialist help, and in June he informed a repre-
sentative of The Manchester Guardian that the Austrian Socialists
were an extremist party with whom the Government could not
collaborate. The Chancellor also made it clear that there was no
intention of returning to parliamentary government on the old lines.
Early in May 1933 he announced that a new Constitution would
shortly be drawn up, under which the functions of the National
Assembly would be taken over by new bodies organized on a corpora-
tive basis. In the middle of July Dr. Ender, a former Chancellor who
was at that time Governor of Vorarlberg, was appointed Minister
without portfolio and was entrusted with the task of drawing up
a new Constitution. On the 9th September Dr. Dollfuss addressed
the Catholic Congress which was taking place in Vienna on the
occasion of the five hundredth anniversary of the foundation of
St. Stephen's Cathedral, which coincided with the official celebration
of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the successful defence
of Vienna against the Turks. On the llth September the Chancellor
spoke at a rally of the Vaterlandische Front which formed part of
the celebrations of these two anniversaries. In his two speeches
Dr, Dollfuss gave his hearers some account of the progress which was
being made in the reform of the Constitution, and explained that

1 In the summer of 1933 it was estimated that the Socialist Party had still
about 1,400,000 adherents, whereas Dr. Dollfuss's Vaterlandisclie Front
probably comprised about 1,300,000 members. A petition organized by the
Socialists asking for the restoration of Parliamentary Government received
over 1,000,000 signatures.